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Abstract: Learning a language is a cognitive activity, and most of our personality traits, like
extroversion and introversion, have demonstration in our language. The present study was conducted
to explore the issues of language learning by science students at the University of Lahore. A mix-method
was used in which both quantitative and qualitative techniques were employed on a population size of
150 participants. A survey questionnaire was prepared to collect data for achieving the objective of the
present study. The questionnaire was comprised of two parts. A close-ended questionnaire and one
open-ended question were used for data collection. The goal of the 12-question survey was to find out
what students thought about the problems science students had learning English in four main areas:
reading, writing, listening, and speaking, as well as the overall learning environment in science classes.
Based on the survey results, we calculated the mean and standard deviation of science major students'
views on the challenges of learning English in their science classrooms. According to the qualitative
findings, the poor English language proficiency of scientific students is attributable to the traditional
teaching methods employed in science classrooms.
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Introduction

Due to English's rising popularity in Pakistan,
Pakistan's national research council reports
that pupils with greater English abilities and
understanding have better life possibilities
(Bashir, 2017). Science undergraduates
learning English as a second and mandatory

subject face various challenges, although,
they work hard to learn the language, they're
unable to overcome obstacles. Despite hard
work, this subject disappoints. Despite huge
efforts, English teaching yields poor
outcomes (Khan & Khan, 2020). "Failure in
English equals failure in the entire” tests,
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according to Alsalhi et al. (2019). "A high
percentage of failure impacts students in two
ways: it undermines their possibilities for
white-collar professions in the country and
also destroys their morale" (2019.p.204).
English as a language is getting
excellence and importance due to its being a

lingua, Franca. English is unique and
important  worldwide  (Aimin, 2019).
Language is essential for education and
communication, making it a modern
necessity  (Aimin,  2019). Medicine,
engineering, pharmacy, health sciences,
nursing, biology, physics, chemistry,
computer science, and information

technology are taught in English. Because of
this, students pursuing higher education
degrees in these fields are expected to use
English regularly in their studies (Houwer et
al, 2018). Hamsia (2018) states that
communication requires English. Since
students struggle to understand English but
acquiring a second language is tough due to
diverse reasons as English learners face
grammar, vocabulary, and pronunciation
problems due to native language intrusion
(Shelby, 2017). Most students struggle with
speaking, reading, listening, and writing,
whether they pursue arts or science.
Language acquisition is based on mastering
the oracy and literacy skills that have
receptive and productive applications. Oracy
and literacy are important features for a
language learner but most often in the
Pakistani context, more importance is given
to literacy while oracy is overlooked, and this
is the reason that most well-educated people
feel troubled speaking English. In the
proceeding  discussion, the literature
endorses the premise that language should
be learnt systematically and when a process
is ignored, the results are not satisfactory and
reliable.

Listening is key to speaking because the
spoken language is the reproduction and
retrieval of the aural information received by
the hindbrain through listening which
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provides data in the process of language oral
production. Listening is a very crucial
English-learning skill. However, on the
contrary, very scarce attention is paid to the
university and school curricula. Much
importance is given to writing, reading, and
vocabulary than listening comprehension
and spoken production. students experience
numerous obstacles when listening to the
English language. Listening is not a priority
for both teachers and students, according to
Osada (2019), who says that teachers try to
avoid teaching listening while students learn
listening without understanding what they
are hearing. Consequently, this part of
language instruction is the most overlooked
(Osada, 2019).

Speaking a second language is a
phenomenal achievement for second
language learners as it encourages students
to increase their vocabulary and learn about
the world, but it can be challenging for
undergraduate science students. In addition,
the difficulty of English for science students
is due to the absence of a sound-to-letter
relationship. In other words, there are
numerous ways to spell it out. If a person has
difficulty hearing how to separate sounds
combine to form words, they will struggle to
sound out written words and accurately spell
them (Joshua Jenkins, 2021). Speaking is vital
and allows one to express thoughts, feelings,
and ideas. Speech involves creating,
receiving, and processing data, (Syekh and
Cirebon 2019). speaking needs Situational
context and participation (Syekh & Cirebon,
2019). Raba (2021) argues speech conveys
meaning through verbal and nonverbal
symbols in different settings. Numerous
studies endorse the premise that all students,
especially science students, should enhance
their communication abilities via speaking
(Raba, 2021)

Acquiring a second language is
dependent upon literacy and oracy skills.
Literacy is the reading and writing skills of a
language learner. Reading enriches visual
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memory and becomes a source when
producing language in written form. Reading
allows students to expand their vocabulary
and learn about the world, but it can be a
difficult task for science students at the
undergraduate level. In addition, the absence
of a sound-to-letter relationship is a major
contributor to English's difficulty for
scientific students. There are many different
methods to write it down. A person who has
problems hearing how phonemes combine to
make words will also have trouble reading
and spelling written words properly.
Learning to put thoughts on paper is a
necessary ability for each language user.
However, it is still considered challenging,
particularly for ESL students. Students in
Pakistan have very low writing abilities.

Students of different ages and
backgrounds at Pakistan's public and private
universities study science, and many of them
struggle with English as a second language.
They do it by concurrently learning English
as a second language and speaking their
native tongues in the classroom (Khan &
Khan, 2020).

Pakistani English language users have
expanded dramatically from 2% in 1961 to
49% in 2003, although they still struggle with
English terminology and sentence structure.
These issues usually come from syntax,
coherence, idea extension, vocabulary, and
vocabulary misuse (Fareed, 2020).

Literature Review

A difficulty or obstacle is a notion with
both objective and subjective validity. It is
described as requiring effort or labour to
complete. Considering this discovery,
obstacles can be measured in numerous
ways, as cited in (Simon & Newell, 20m).
(Khan & Khan, 2020). The previous studies
also examined the premise from different
perspectives and some of the findings and
recommendations of the studies have been
mentioned here for reference. According to
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(Djiwandono, 2019), the learning of English is
impacted by numerous concerns and
obstacles. Kayaolu (2021) noted that there are
various study articles and studies on the
issues faced by science students and the
significance of the English language. Effective
language acquisition necessitates a vast array
of skills, talents, practices, and resources.
Several causes could be contributing to the
lack of essential and anticipated
improvement (Hossain, 2018). It is crucial,
then, not only to address prospective
concerns but also to preserve the learner's
self-image, self-confidence, and drive to
continue the language-learning process by
controlling the probable and expected causes
of their lack of expected progress (Bensalem,
2018). Despite the fact that not every student
masters English as a second language (ESL)
and that they do not learn under ideal
conditions, science students are expected to
achieve at least modest development in their
English language skills (Quinn, 2014). In
contrast, science students who really are
learning English also face obstacles and make
errors in spelling, syntax, grammar, and
vocabulary when it comes to the English
language. Native language interferes with the
acquisition and use of English, resulting in
grammar, vocabulary, and pronunciation
mistakes (Gilakjani & Sabouri, 2016).

A study on speaking challenges
conducted by Hamsia (2018) indicated that
science students have trouble learning to
communicate. The pupils did not value
English as a second language in terms of
grammar, fluency, pronunciation, or cultural
background. Throughout the entire speaking
activity, it was obvious that they lacked
interest and confidence in participating.
Never had students been given the
opportunity to demonstrate their speaking
skills. Therefore, Hamsia (2018) devised an
approach to facilitate students' participation
in the story-completion speaking activity.
Using this method, for instance, the
researcher was certain that participants
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would be able to articulate their story's
ending effectively. According to the results of
his research, all learners of any age should
practice speaking, particularly in a second
language, to improve their skills. Others who
speak a second language will probably
understand it. To transmit information
clearly and effectively, students must choose
the most acceptable word and use the
necessary grammatical rules (Hamsia, 2018).
An experimental study by Sharif (2019)
discovered that most Pakistani scientific
students who learn English speak tediously
and incorrectly due to a lack of phonological
awareness. Even though reading a textbook
in class is the student's or teacher's
responsibility, the researcher found that clear
and comprehensible pronunciation is the
most crucial part of language acquisition.

Derakhshan et al. (2016) say English as a
second language matters. Debate
competitions  and  correct  English
pronunciation are required. Reviewing data
from 20 male and female students from each
college. They found English training and
study essential. Teachers should know how
to improve second language competency,
focus more on book quality, speak more, and
do more phonetic exercises. They also said a
welcoming environment boosts students'
confidence and questioning. (Derakhshan,
2016)

Research on science students' reading
issues has revealed one of overseas graduate
students' biggest hurdles (Krashen, 2014).
Alghail and Mahfoodh (2016) researched how
non-native English readers at a public
university in Malaysia cope with the rigours
of their studies. SAlghail and Mahfoodh
(2016) found that graduate students
struggled with data extraction and academic
reading terminology (Alghail & Mahfoodh,
2016).

Writing is sciences students' most
important skill, but the study shows it's also
the hardest. Writing dominates language
formation (Fareed, 2020). However, it is
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considered difficult, especially in ESL settings
where scientific students struggle with
writing. Fareed (2020) examined Pakistani
ESL  science undergraduates' writing
challenges and their causes. It advised
Pakistani science students on writing. Thirty
undergraduate ESL students' writing samples
were collected to identify their main
concerns. The thematic content analysis
employed interviews and essays. Pakistani
undergraduate scientific students struggle to
write due to poor grammar, vocabulary, and
syntax, according to the theme analysis.
Ineffective instruction, exams, huge classes,
and low motivation contributed. The study
suggested writing contests and inadvertent
vocabulary instruction (Fareed, 2020).

According to Hossain (2018), most
scientific students in northern Bangladesh do
not get a suitable education because of
inexperienced instructors, financial
restrictions, a lack of a multimedia project
teaching and learning system, and the
absence of an English language club. Hossain
obtained data via questionnaires and
interviews. 15 students took 15 sets of English
language foundational skills tests. An
internet poll interviewed 15 boys and girls, six
teachers, and 10 parents and legal guardians.
Parents and instructors viewed English
differently. Responders criticized students'
English grammar, vocabulary, and speaking.
The study revealed that scientific students
should be encouraged to learn four
competences despite the lack of current
equipment (Hossain, 2018). Previous studies
(Ahmad et al., 2013) and (Bicen et al., 2015)
found multidimensional issues that have not
been fully addressed. Ahmad et al. (2013)
found that English instruction for science
undergraduates is weak and needs quick
attention (Ahmad et al., 2013). Due to a lack
of English knowledge and confidence,
science majors fear learning English
speaking, writing, reading, and listening
skills and mastering the language (Alsalhi et
al., 2019). This study seeks to understand why
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Pakistani undergraduate science students
struggle with English.

Methodology

Research Design

To identify science major students’
perceptions, a mix-method was used in
which both quantitative and qualitative
techniques were employed.

Creswell and Poth (2019) stated that the
quantitative design of research elaborates a
specific aspect through numeric data
collection that can be analyzed by using
frequency analysis and applying statistical
methods. There are various advantages of the
quantitative methodology, like how it aids in
the establishment of correlations among
variables and results. Creswell and Poth
(2019) say that with this type of data, the
actual results can be verified by independent
replication and the analysis can be redone if
necessary.

In qualitative research, observations and
interviews are conducted with the
participants, and the data are recorded,
transcribed, and interpreted (Fareed, 2020).
Rahman (2020) also stated that interpretive
research design is important in interpreting
the opinions, attitudes, perceptions, and
experiences of the participants. It also helps
to explore a phenomenon or a research
problem (Rahman, 2020).

Sampling

The sample for the present study came from
two public-sector colleges and two private-
sector colleges in Lahore. A total of 150
intermediate learners who were studying at
four public and private sector colleges in
Lahore were chosen to be a part of my study.
They range from 17 to 20 years of age and are
of both genders.

Data Collection Instrument

collect data for achieving the objective of the
present study. The questionnaire was
comprised of two parts. A close-ended
questionnaire and one open-ended question
were used for data collection. The 12-item
questionnaire aimed to identify students’
perceptions about the problems faced by
science students in English learning
regarding four major skills: reading, writing,
listening, and speaking; and the overall
learning environment in science classrooms.
To seek a deeper understanding of the effects
of students’ perceptions about the obstacles
faced by science students in English learning
in their classes, one open-ended question was
also formed, asking their opinion about the
major obstacle on their way to learning
English in science classes.

The twelve-item questionnaire was
adapted from Azli, Shah, and Batiha et al.
(2018) and Ali et al. (2018). After necessary
minor changes, the questionnaire was
contextualized for the present study. The 12-
item questionnaire was divided into five (5)
subscales: learning environment; speaking;
reading; writing; and listening. The
questionnaire’s constructs were on a 1-5
point Likert scale of psychometric responses
that are frequently used in questionnaires to
obtain a preference or an acceptance (Ali et
al.,, 2018). The semi-structured interview was
inspired by the studies of Pahmi (2016) and
Gurkan  (2018) and was  further
contextualized to be relevant to the current
study's objective.

Data Collection Procedure

A survey questionnaire was prepared to
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After obtaining permission from the
concerned authorities, the participants were
approached and informed of the study
objectives and requested to participate in the
survey. It was clarified that their
participation was voluntary, and they could
leave the process at any stage. After seeking
the students’ consent, the questionnaire was
given to them. The participants gave their
responses to each of the questions on a 5-
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point Likert scale, 5 = Strongly Agree, 4 =
Agree, 3 = Uncertain, 2 = Disagree, and 1 =
Strongly Disagree; and they answered the
open-ended question given at the end of the
questionnaire. After students completed the
questionnaires, they were collected and
taken for data analysis.

Data Analysis

Quantitative Data Analysis

In the present research work, researchers
used the SPSS version 22.0 statistics software
for the descriptive analysis of the quantitative
data. The qualitative data sets were analyzed
through thematic analysis. This two-stage
analysis  provided  authenticity = and
objectivity.

Table 1.

Before addressing the next research question,
descriptive  statistics are supplied to
characterise the summary measure of the
data set for each item in the first section of
the questionnaire (Lay & Khoo, 2009). Based
on the survey results, we calculated the mean
and standard deviation of science major
students' views on the challenges of learning
English in their science classrooms. The
higher the score, the more students agree
with the questionnaire statement. Table 1
depicts students' perceptions of English
learning obstacles in their science classes.

Descriptive Statistics of Students' Perceptions Towards Obstacles in English Learning.

Questionnaire Items

Mean Std. Deviation

LEARNING ENVIRONMENT

Science students feel less confident in their speaking skills
due to a lack of language practice in science classes.

3.81 1.071

I think that my English-speaking skill has slowed

development because of a lack of encouragement in my

science classes.

3.45 1.283

Classroom practices of English language in science classes

concentrate only on giving answers to syllabus content.

SPEAKING

329 1459

The importance of speaking with fluency is ignored in

science classrooms.

Focusing more on vocabulary learning of science subjects
has a good effect on my fluency and speaking skills.

READING

3.53 1.246

4.03 969

The importance of reading for comprehension is ignored in

science classrooms.

2.93 1.147

The practice of proper spelling and vocabulary is given less

importance in science classrooms.
WRITING

Concentrating less on English language writing in science
classes has been a common trend in classrooms.
The traditional teaching methods for science at the college

level focus less on writing skills.

Our education system lacks in development of creative

writing skills in English for science students.

332 1.353

3.22 1.198

3.41 1.148

3.69 1.068
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Questionnaire Items Mean Std. Deviation
LISTENING
The local accent creates problems for me in listening

. 3.65 1.023
comprehension.
An audio-visual facility must be provided in the science
classroom to improve listening skills. 343 1255
Valid N (listwise) 150

The first subscale, consisting of three items,
sought to ascertain students' perceptions of
whether the learning environment in science
classrooms had a detrimental influence on
their English learning. In this respect, item 1
received a mean M=3.81, SD =1.071 in relation
to the statement that "science students are
less confident in their speaking skills due to a
lack of practice.” The findings reveal that
science students have a significant lack of
practice in speaking skills, and they believe
that practising speaking skills would be
extremely advantageous in raising their
confidence level for successful
communication in English. While the mean
score for item 2 (M=3.45, SD = 1.283) suggests
that science students' speaking skills improve
slowly due to a lack of encouragement in
their science classes. To put it another way,
the mean score for item 2 (M=3.45, SD =
1.283) suggests that science students'
speaking skills improve slowly due to a lack
of encouragement in their science classes. In
other words, students believe that if they are
encouraged and given opportunities to speak
in their science classes, their speaking skills
would improve.

The mean for the third statement was
M=3.29, SD = 1459. The findings
demonstrated that the participants agreed
with the statement that English language
classroom practice focuses solely on syllabus
content. Overall, the participants perceived
their science class environment as not
allowing them sufficient speaking practice.
Furthermore, they receive no encouragement
for any extracurricular activities and were
forced to limit themselves to curriculum
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activities solely,
confidence.

causing them to lose

On the second subscale, item four scored
mean M = 3.53, and standard deviation SD =
1.246. The data indicate that the respondents
agreed with the statement that the
importance of speaking fluency is ignored in
science classrooms which deprives them of
the speaking opportunity in their science
classes. It implies that the importance of this
major language skill should duly be
acknowledged and made part of learning
during science subjects teaching.

Item five obtained M = 4.03, SD = .969
shows that the majority of the respondents
confirm that greater emphasis on learning
vocabulary related to science subjects has a
positive effect on speaking fluency and it can
certainly help science students improve their
speaking skills.

The respondents also confirm that the
importance of reading for comprehension is
ignored in science classrooms. The
corresponding obtained data for that item
were M = 2.93, and SD = 1.147.

The means and standard deviation of
item seven (M=3.32, SD=1.353) reveal that
students perceived that the practice of proper
spelling and vocabulary is given less
importance in science classrooms. It implies
that more attention is required towards the
vocabulary development of science students
which is an integral part of the most
important receptive skill reading.

Findings revealed that concentrating less
on English language writing in science classes
has been a common trend in classrooms. The
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data M=3.22, SD=1198 infers that the
ignorance of writing skills in science
classrooms is one of the obstacles in language
learning for science students. In addition,
students also perceived that the traditional
teaching methods at college-level science
classes do not give writing skills their due
place which leaves students' writing
unnourished (M=3.41, SD=1.068). Further,
the Pakistani education system was also seen
as lacking in the development of creative
writing and improving the ability to read and
write in English (M=3.69, SD=1.068).

The mother tongue accent was seen as a
hurdle for English listening comprehension
(M=3.65, SD=1.023). Moreover, they
perceived that the provision of audio-visual
facilities in science classrooms can help
improve the listening skill of science major
students (M=3.43, SD=1.255).

Overall findings of the questionnaire
reveal that a significant lack of practice and
encouragement in science classes shakes
their confidence and impedes speaking skills.
Opverall, the learning environment of science
major classes does not support English
language learning and all the major skills
including reading, writing, listening, and
speaking along with vocabulary and
pronunciation as well as other extra
curriculum activities are not appropriately
made part of the learning process.

Qualitative data Analysis

Distraction by Mother Tongue when
Learning English

A thematic analysis technique was employed
to analyze the qualitative data of the study.
Students' responses to open-ended questions
revealed several themes relating to their
perceptions of obstacles in learning English
in science classes. The following are the
major themes derived from the open-ended
question: "What obstacles do you see in
learning English in your science classes? Why
do you think so? "
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A vast majority of the participants expressed
their perceptions about the impact of their
mother tongue on English language learning
in science classes. Most of the students
believed that their mother tongue has a
negative impact on English language learning
in science classes, and they indicated several
factors related to it. Dependency on the
mother tongue Students feels difficulty in
grasping English linguistic elements such as
vocabulary, grammar, sentence structure,
and pronunciation due to their over-
dependency on their mother tongue.
Students see it as causing confusion, tension,
and demotivation while listening to a science
lecture in English. A student utters, "I don’t
understand the lecture until the teacher
explains it in Urdu." Differences in grammar
were another issue students perceived as a
hurdle in the way of learning English. A
student said: "My mother tongue is the biggest
problem for me in learning English I studied
English until college, but I can't produce any
sentences without errors because of the
differences in sentence structures between
English and Urdu. "It clearly indicates a
student's frustration in the way of refining his
English language due to the intrusion of
sentence structure from his mother tongue.
Another student's remark: "I think I do not
know the principles and rules for English
language learning. I have not had any
training since childhood that has provided
me with a clear picture of the do's and don'ts
of learning the English language; it also
shows the difference between my mother
tongue and English grammar as an obstacle
in grasping English grammar.

Lack of Encouragement for Learning
English in Science Classes

A lack of support for students' pursuit of
English proficiency was the second most
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often mentioned subject among students'
replies to the free-form question. Students,
it seems, would rather learn about science in
their own language than any other since they
rely so heavily on it. They also expressed
enthusiasm for learning English for a variety
of reasons, including the fact that it opens
doors to future opportunities and is critical to
their success in both Pakistani and
international contexts. Their responses
revealed that despite their strong desire to
learn  English, they received no
encouragement in this regard from the
science major environment. Pertaining to
this, a participant said

"In the beginning, I was silent in the
classroom during the conversation. I was
scared to talk. I was nervous, afraid to talk and
make mistakes because others may laugh and
the teacher didn't encourage me to speak in
English".

Another student’s opinion, “We are not
encouraged for learning English because there
is a common perception that only science
subjects with higher results determine our
future” reveals that because of the lack of
acknowledgement of English language
significance in the science department,
students do not receive due encouragement
for learning English, and they get
demotivated and act passively for learning
English. A participant remarked interestingly
in this regard:

"Learning English in science classes is not
interesting. It is not my favourite subject of
mine because it teaches us without any
interest in the classroom. Sometimes the
practical and experiments are boring because
that involves lack of interest and we are unable
to write these experiments in our own words",

The collected data and its analysis
further add that the absence of
encouragement for English learning in
science classes does not impede learning
English only, it also makes students learn
their major science subject difficult in which
English writing skill is involved.

Vol. VIII, No. II (Spring 2023)

Discussion

The present study is based on a few
anecdotes describing the barriers to English
language acquisition among  science
undergraduates in District Lahore (Pakistan).
It was found that many science students
lacked proficiency in language, vocabulary,
and communication. Their verbal ability was
subpar, and their pragmatics skills were
inadequate. It was also noticed that Urdu was
indeed the predominant language of
instruction. When asked about their English-
learning challenges, they did not fully
comprehend the questionnaire. Similarly,
students struggle with writing ability, which
is considered an essential productive talent.
The findings revealed that several factors
significantly impeded the development of
writing skills among undergraduate science
students like the Influence of the mother
tongue, i.e., reliance on Urdu for generating
ideas and thoughts, which was the primary
factor that hampered writing ability.

Language acquisition is recognized as
one of the most difficult activities a person

can  undertake.  Transferring  across
linguistically  disparate systems is a
challenging part of second-language

acquisition. Above all else, it requires
patience, determination, and commitment
(Gwebu, 2016). Here, the researchers address
various difficulties that science
undergraduates have when learning or
employing a second language.

The purpose of the present study was to
determine Pakistani science students'
perceptions of English language learning
problems in the classroom. The quantitative
and qualitative findings indicate that English
language education in the classroom presents
a variety of obstacles for undergraduate
science majors.

The quantitative data endorse the
premise that due to a lack of practice and
their habit of cramming; the vast majority of
students feel less confident when speaking
English. A similar proportion of respondents
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believe that writing and speaking skills are
neglected in science education. A large
majority of students concur that the local
accent is an impediment to becoming a good
listener and that the education system in
Pakistan fails to improve science students'
creative writing skills in English. The vast
majority say that the necessity of reading for
understanding is overlooked in science
lectures and that reading skills are not taught
to science students.

The current study's findings are
consistent with those of Sa'ad and Usman
(2014), Mehmood et al. (2019), Elsayir (2018),
Syekh and Cirebon (2019), and Ahmad (20m),
who all concluded that the dominance of
mother tongue, lack of teacher training,
students' negative attitudes toward English,
traditional methods of teaching, and absence
of a language laboratory are some of the
causes of poor performance among
undergraduates.

According to the qualitative findings, the
poor English language proficiency of
scientific students is attributable to the
traditional teaching methods employed in
science classrooms. The results reveal that
the dominance of the mother tongue,
insufficiently qualified English language
teachers, lack of facilities and new innovative
methods, discouragement, and ineffective
intrusion are some of the factors that
contribute to the poor English language
learning performance of students. These
findings mostly appreciate the work of other
researchers in this field, such as Dincer, Alj,
and Yesilyurt (2017), Fadda (2012), and Mpofu
(2019), which identify the same reasons for
low English language performance among
undergraduates.

Similarly, reinforcement, incentive, and
practice in the English language are essential
for encouraging students. It is impossible to
overstate the role of motivation in the
English-learning process (Ishtiaq, Ali, &
Salem, 2015; Mehmood, Tek, Teck, & Perveen,
2019). According to Ali et al. (2021), many
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science undergraduates in Pakistan attend
public colleges. Students' familiarity with
lecture-based instruction is one of the
reasons students encounter difficulties
learning English in college (Fareed, 2020).
Encouragement is crucial for the students'
learning process because they may easily
exchange ideas, generate learning strategies,
and solve difficulties linked with learning in
the classroom and in society through
encouragement (Bicen et al., 2015). Students
in Pakistan concur that motivation,
encouragement, and the use of creative
methods boost the efficacy of English
language instruction in scientific classrooms
(Ali et al., 2018). According to Teevno 2020,
university students who speak Urdu as a first
language are unable to adapt to English as a
second language and suffer difficulty
continuing  their  studies. In  all
undergraduate institutions, English courses
should only be taught by certified
instructors. In general, the students'
responses reflected a strong preference for
improving English language skills in science
classes, and a few questions and responses
demonstrated that Pakistani students
consider English to be extremely important
and useful because it provides science
students with several benefits and
opportunities.

Conclusions

Based on the findings, we can conclude that
unique classroom teaching methods, the
importance of reinforcement, the practice of
all language skills, and encouragement in the
school environment, as well as the
improvement of school infrastructure, are
required to overcome the factors that lead to
difficulties in English language learning for
science students. If the English language
skills of first-year students are not adequately
handled in elementary and secondary
schools, the pupils will bring their difficulties
to college.

Global Language Review (GLR)



Obstacles in English Learning: Perceptions of Science Major Undergraduates in Lahore

Reference

Ahmad, N. (20m1). The Nature of Difficulties
in Learning English by the Students at
Secondary School Level in Pakistan.
Journal of Education and Practice, 2(10),
18-24.
https://www.iiste.org/Journals/index.p
hp/JEP/article/view/778.

Ahmad, N,, Khan, F. N., & Munir, N. (2013).
Factors Affecting the Learning of
English At Secondary School Level in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Pakistan.
International  Journal of  English
Language and Literature Studies, 2(2),
95-101.
https://archive.aessweb.com/index.php
/s019/article/view/69o.

Aimin, L. (2013). The Study of Second
Language Acquisition Under Socio-
Cultural Theory. American Journal of
Educational Research, 1(5), 162-167.
https://doi.org/10.12691/education-1-5-
3.

Alaa, B, & Supervisor Ahmed Awad, Y.
(2013). The Reading Difficulties in
English and How to Deal with them as
Perceived by Teachers and Students in
Nablus District.
https://scholar.najah.edu/sites/default/
files/Alaa%20Yasin o.pdf.

Alghail, A. A. A,, & Mahfoodh, O. H. A.
(2016). Academic reading difficulties
encountered by international graduate
students in a Malaysian university.
Issues in Educational Research, 26(3),
360-386.
http://www.iier.org.au/iier26/alghail.p
df.

Ali, M. M., Mahmood, M. A., Anwar, M. N,
Khan, L. A., & Hussain, A. (2018).
Pakistani Learners’ Perceptions
Regarding Mobile Assisted Language
Learning in ESL Classroom.
International  Journal of  English
Linguistics, 9(4), 386.
https://doi.org/10.5539/ijel.von4p386.

Vol. VIII, No. II (Spring 2023)

Ali, M. M., Sciences, D. S., & Yasmin, T.
(2021). Exploring the efficacy of Zoom as
a MALL tool in Pakistan. Elementary
Education Online 20(5), 6058-6071.
https://doi.org/10.17051/ilkonline.2021.0
5.680.

Alsalhi, N. R., Eltahir, Mohd. E., & Al-
Qatawneh, S. S. (2019). The effect of
blended learning on the achievement of
ninth grade students in science and
their attitudes towards its
use. Heliyon, 5(9), €02424.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.heliyon.2019.e0
2424.

Batiha, J. M., Mustaffa, R., & Noor, N. M.
(2018). Foreign Language Speaking
Anxiety of Jordanian Freshman English
Learners. Akademika, 88(1), 153-165.
https://doi.org/10.17576/akad-2018-
8801-11.

Bensalem, E. (2018). The Impact of
WhatsApp on EFL students’ Vocabulary
Learning. Arab World English
Journal, 9(1), 23-38.
https://doi.org/10.24093/awej/volgno1.2

Bicen, H., Sadikoglu, S., & Sadikoglu, G.
(2015). The Impact of Social Networks
on Undergraduate Students Learning
Foreign Language. Procedia - Social and
Behavioral Sciences, 186, 1045-1049.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.sbspro.2015.04.

072.
Collins, K. M. T., Onwuegbuzie, A. J., &

Sutton, I[. L. (2016). A Model
Incorporating the Rationale and
Purpose for Conducting Mixed-

Methods Research in Special Education
and Beyond. Learning Disabilities, 4(1),
67-100.

Creswell, J. W., & Poth, C. N. (2019).
Qualitative Inquiry and Research Design.
SAGE Publications Inc (pp. 0-488).
https://us.sagepub.com/en-

us/nam/qualitative-inquiry-and-
research-design/book246896.

Page | 65



Farzana Ilyas, Shahid Hussain Shahid and Muhammad Arif Khan

Dar, M. F., & Khan, L. (2015). Writing Anxiety
Among Public And Private Sectors
Pakistani Undergraduate University
Students. Pakistan Journal of Gender
Studies, 10(1), 157-172.
https://doi.org/10.46568/pjgs.vioi1.232.

Dincer, A., & Yesilyurt, S. (2017). Motivation
to Speak English: A Self-Determination
Theory Perspective. PASAA: Journal of
Language Teaching and Learning in
Thailand, 53, 1-25.
https://eric.ed.gov/?g=self+determinati
on+theory+and+language&id=EJu53672

Djiwandono, P. I. (2018). The Effect of
Blended Learning on Reading Abilities,
Vocabulary Mastery, and Collaboration
among University Students. The New
English Teacher, 12(1), 23-23.

DOIZ, A., LASAGABASTER, D., & SIERRA, J.
M. (20m). Internationalisation,
multilingualism and English-medium
instruction. World Englishes, 30(3),
345-359. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1467-
Q71X.2011.01718.X.

Dr.Tariq Bashir. (2017). Pakistan Council for
Science and Technology Ministry of
Science and Technology, Islamabad.
Journal of Chemical Information and
Modeling Pakistan’s National Research
Council, 53(9), 1689-1699.

Draper, J. (2014). Open Research
Online. Choice Reviews Online, 51(06),
51-297351-2973.
https://doi.org/10.5860/choice.51-2973.

Elsayir, H. A. (2018). Factors Determining
the Power of a Statistical Test for the
Difference  between Means and
Proportions. American ~ Journal  of
Mathematics and Statistics, 8(6).171-178.
https://doi.org/10.5923/j.ajms.20180806
.02.

E-theses, D., & Learning, V. (2020). The Use
of Blended Learning to Support
Vocabulary Learning and Knowledge
Retention in Thai Tertiary EFL

Page | 66

Classrooms.
http://etheses.dur.ac.uk/13762/.

Fadda, H. Al. (2012). Difficulties in academic
writing: From the perspective of King
Saud University postgraduate students.
English Language Teaching, 5(3), 123-
130.
https://doi.org/10.5539/€elt.v5n3p123.

Fareed, M., Ashraf, A., & Bilal, M. (2016). ESL
Learners’ Writing Skills: Problems,
Factors and Suggestions. Journal of
Education & Social Sciences, 4(2), 83-94.
https://doi.org/10.20547/jess0421604201

Gilakjani, A. P., & Sabouri, N. B. (2016).
Learners’ Listening Comprehension
Difficulties in English Language
Learning: A Literature Review. English
Language Teaching, 9(6), 123.
https://doi.org/10.5539/elt.von6p123.

Ginaya, G. (2018). The effects of blended
learning on students' speaking ability.
International Journal of Linguistics,
Literature, and Culture, 4(3), 1-14.
https://doi.org/10.21744/ijllc.v4i3.661.

Guirkan, S. (2018). The Effects of a Mobile
Assisted Vocabulary Learning
Application on Vocabulary
Learning. Turkish Online Journal of
Qualitative  Inquiry, 9(3),  288-31.
https://doi.org/10.17569/tojqi.407512.

Gwebu, N. (2016). What are the challenges
of second language acquisition in the
first language environment (country)?

Hart, C. (2018). Doing a Literature Review.
SAGE Publications Inc.
https://us.sagepub.com/en-
us/nam/doing-a-literature-
review/book207824.

Hossain, Md. A. (2018). Difficulties of
Learning English Language at the
Secondary Level: A Case Study of
Thakurgaon District. Journal of
Education and Training, 5(2), 165.
https://doi.org/10.5296/jet.v5i2.13500.

Houwer, J., Barnes-Holmes, D., & Moors, A.
(2018). What is learning? On the nature

Global Language Review (GLR)



Obstacles in English Learning: Perceptions of Science Major Undergraduates in Lahore

and merits of a functional definition of
learning. Psychonomic Bulletin and

Review, 20(4), 631-642.
https://doi.org/10.3758/s13423-013-
0386-3.

Jenkins, J. (2021). Ten Things to Help Your
Struggling Reader. Yale Dyslexia.

Kayaoglu, M. N. (2021). Impact of
extroversion and introversion on
language-learning behaviors.  Social
Behavior and Personality, 41(5), 819-826.

https://doi.org/10.2224/sbp.2013.41.5.81

9.
Khalid, A. (2016). A Study of the Attitudes
and Motivational Orientations of
Pakistani Learners toward the Learning
of English as a Second Language. SAGE

Open, 6(3).
https://doi.org/10.1177/215824401666588
i

Khan, T. J., & Khan, N. (2020). Obstacles in
Learning English as a Second Language

among Intermediate Students of
Districts Mianwali and Bhakkar,
Pakistan. Open Journal of Social
Sciences, 04(02), 154-162.

https://doi.org/10.4236/jss.2016.42021.

Khansir, A. A. (2012). Error Analysis and
Second Language Acquisition. Theory
and Practice in Language Studies, 2(5).
https://doi.org/10.4304/tpls.2.5.1027-
1032,

Krashen, S. (2014). Direct Method - The Gift
of Learning.

Mehmood, C. S., Tek, O. E., Teck, M. W. K,
& Perveen, A. (2019). EFL learners
communicative competence in
undergraduate programmes in Pakistan:
A case of two universities in Pakistan.
International Journal of Advanced
Science and Technology, 28(20), 248-
260.
http://sersc.org/journals/index.php/IJA
ST/article/view/2718.

Mehmood, N. (2019). Error Analysis of
English writing problems faced by

Vol. VIII, No. II (Spring 2023)

undergraduate students of GCU Lahore,
Pakistan. www.arjhss.com.

Mpofu, N. (2019). Reflecting on English
student teachers’ critical incidents
during teaching practicum. Journal for
Language  Teaching,  53(1), s59.
https://doi.org/10.4314/jlt.v53i1.3.

O’Cathain, A., Murphy, E., & Nicholl, J.
(2019). Why, and how, mixed methods
research is undertaken in health
services research in England: A mixed
methods study. BMC Health Services
Research, 7, 1-11.
https://doi.org/10.186/1472-6963-7-85.

Osada. (2019). A study on the impact of
visual cues in listening comprehension
on Swedish learners of English. 57.

Pahmi, P. (2016). Students’ Perceptions of
Using Mobile Phones and Smart Phones
in Language Learning. March, n-30.

Quinn, S. (2014). Problems and Difficulties
of Speaking That Encounter English
Language Students at Al Quds Open
University. International Journal of

Humanities and  Social  Science
Invention, 5(12), 96-101.
https://issuu.com/invention.journals/d
0C0s/05120396101/1.

Raba. (2021). an Analysis of Errors in Written
English Sentences: A Case Study of Thai
EFL  Students. English Language
Teaching, 10(3), 101.
https://doi.org/10.5539/elt.vion3pio1.

Rahayu, N. (2015). an Analysis of Students ’
Problems in Speaking English Daily
Language Program At Husnul Khotimah
Islamic Boarding School English
Language Teaching Department
Tarbiyah and Teacher Training Faculty
Syekh Nurjati State Islamic Institute.
14111310047, 2.

Rahman, M. S. (2020). The Advantages and
Disadvantages of Using Qualitative and
Quantitative Approaches and Methods
in Language “Testing and Assessment”
Research: A Literature Review. Journal

Page | 67



Farzana Ilyas, Shahid Hussain Shahid and Muhammad Arif Khan

of Education and Learning, 6(1), 102.
https://doi.org/10.5539/jel.v6nipioz.
Sa’ad, T. U., & Usman, R. (2014). The Causes

of Poor Performance in the English
Language among Senior Secondary
School Students in Dutse Metropolis of
Jigawa State, Nigeria. IOSR Journal of
Research & Method in Education
(IOSRJRME), 4(5), 41-47.
https://doi.org/10.9790/7388-04564147.
Safrida, S., & kasim, U. (2016). Grammatical
Errors: An Analysis in Speaking
Produced by EFL Undergraduate

Students. English Education
Journal, 1(1), 71-80.

Sharif, K. (2019). THE IMPACT OF
TEACHING PHONOLOGY ON ESL.
Shelby, M. (2017). Problems Learning

English.

Simon, H. A., & Newell, A. (2011). Human
problem solving: The state of the theory
in 1970. American Psychologist, 26(2),
145-159.
https://doi.org/10.1037/h0030806.

Page | 68

Strydom, H. (2014). AN EVALUATION OF
THE PURPOSES OF RESEARCH IN
SOCIAL WORK. Social Work, 49(2).
https://doi.org/10.15270/49-2-58.

Syekh, 1., & Cirebon, N. (2019). Metadata,
citation and similar papers at core.
ac.uk.14111320123.

Taherdoost, H. (2018). Sampling Methods in
Research Methodology; How to Choose
a Sampling Technique for Research.
SSRN Electronic Journal, 5(2), 18-27.
https://doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.3205035.

Teevno, R. A. (2011). Challenges in Teaching
and Learning of English at Secondary
Level Class X. International Journal of
Human Resource Studies, 1(2), 27.
https://doi.org/10.5296/ijhrs.vii2.1029.

Thomson, S. (2019). Teaching young
learners: Adapting the classroom for
YELLs. University of Birmingham, o, 1-
17.
https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/Docu
ments/college-
artslaw/cels/essays/younglearners/Tho
msonYL.pdf.

Global Language Review (GLR)





